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Girl-Butterfly-Girl, Op. 4

Song Cycle
Version for piano four-hands (1977/2000)
Duration: 10 minutes
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Tsippi Fleischer (b. 1946) is considered the first internationally-established woman composer from the Middle East; she has
been marked for her contribution to contemporary music, and received many international awards and residency scholarships.
Her academic achievements also include Bachelor’s degrees in music theory and composition and in Oriental Studies, and
Master's degrees in Music Education and in Semitic Linguistics; in 1995, she was awarded a PhD in Musicology for her
dissertation on Cherubini’s Medée. Her works have been performed in over 40 cities around the world (including major cultural
capitals) by renowned soloists, ensembles, choirs and orchestras, and preserved on over 20 commercial CDs.

Tsippi Fleischer’s music brings together diverse stylistic and cultural influences, including the languages and musical styles of
the Middle East (from ancient languages to modern Hebrew and Arabic|, and European traditions from the Renaissance to
the avant-garde and electronic music. Her oeuvre includes: seven symphonies; five operas; two oratorios; the cantata «Like
Two Branches», based on a poem by a 6th-century Arab poetess, which represents the culmination of the composer’s stylistic
achievement; a large number of song cycles; multi-media works in ancient Semitic languages; and more.

For several decades, Dr. Tsippi Fleischer lectured at the Department of Music, Levinsky College of Education, Tel Aviv, and
served as Special Projects and Forums Moderator there. She taught several generations of musicians who are now making
their mark on the Israeli and international music scene in composition, conducting, performance and education. Since her
retirement from regular teaching in 2005, alongside her intense activity as a composer, she has been summarizing her
impressive decades-long period of music teaching and research into the history and analysis of Hebrew song, including the
two-volume treatise, «The Harmonization of Songs», and the large-scale monograph «Matti Caspi: The Magic and the Enigman.

More details, including a comprehensive work-list, bibliography and discography, are available on the composer’s website,
http://www.tsippi-fieischer.com.
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This version epitomizes the West - the purely instrumental version for piano four hands, commissioned by the
Israeli piano duo Miriam Boskovich and Hemda Raz, sponsored by the Yehoshua Rabinovich Fund. According to
Fleischer, she found it a particularly interesting challenge to prepare this version: in spite of the wide range of colors
and registers available on the piano, the absence of the human voice presents the difficulty of preserving complete
homophony; the piano lines substitute for the original vocal line and float more easily and at higher levels.

As far as the dynamics were concerned, a certain toning down was required, and a new consideration of balance
within the piano, as well as changes in agogics between the various parts that, in a diversified ensemble, alter

their types of tone projection. The interpretation in a relatively slow tempo stems from the efforts to highlight the
orchestration for piano - the use of different tonal colors and the implementation of an intensive touch. All these
foster an impressionistic cum romantic ambience.
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